RULES FOR COMPETITION – PENNANT
PREAMBLE: In the following rules of competition the words he and she shall be interchangeable where relevant; Also his/her, him/her.

1.
RULES – Laws of the Sport of Bowls 2011 Crystal Mark Edition, including any amendments since also including domestic regulations for Australia), and Bowls Victoria (Rules of Competition) shall apply.
2.
CONTROLLING BODY – Ballarat District Bowls Division Inc.
2.1 
The Ballarat District Bowls Division’s Bowling Program shall consist of Competitions as shall be approved by the Board meeting and the conduct of such Competitions shall be in the hands of the BDBD Match Committee.

2.2.1
The Match Committee shall have the power at any time to requisition the use of any green or greens of any affiliated Club, but in so doing, due consideration shall be given to any representations made by any Member Club.

2.2.2
Any Club which fails to provide a satisfactory green, or greens, for any Division event on the requisition of the Match Committee and fails to give to the Match Committee a satisfactory explanation for failing to provide such green, or greens, shall not be considered as a venue for any pennant final game for that pennant season.

2.3
In admitting sides for Pennant Matches, consideration shall be given to the number of rinks that a club can make available.
2.4
Correct Bowling Attire must be worn by players selected for all Division Fixtures. Infringement of this rule may disqualify the side which contains the offending member unless the Club concerned can prove that such infringement was brought about by unforeseen circumstances. 
2.5
The Match Committee shall settle all disputes on any matters in connection with the Inter-Club matches which may be submitted to it, and the decision of the Committee shall be final.

2.6
Correspondence to the match committee is to be directed through the Division secretary, and must be in a written format on Club stationary.
2.7 
In all matters concerning Division Events not covered by the following rules, or those as listed in Rule 1, the decision of the Match Committee shall be final.
3.
ENTRY
3.1
Open to bowlers Affiliated with Bowls Victoria and the B.D.B.D.

4.
ELIGIBILITY OF PLAYERS
4.1
No member shall play in any Division Match during a season for more than one club until advice by Division Registration form and Bowls Victoria has been received by the Secretary of the Division that such a clearance has been granted by Bowls Victoria. In the event of a member doing so, the club with which he shall secondly play shall forfeit such match. 
4.2
Furthermore no member currently registered with any Lawn Bowls Division not affiliated with Bowls Victoria shall be permitted to play in any match until a Division Registration form has been received by the Secretary of the Division. In the event of a member doing so, the club with which he shall play shall forfeit such match.
4.3.1
Any member of a club, not currently registered with the Division as a member of that club, must lodge with the Secretary of the Division a Registration form signed by the Secretary of the club, within 5 days of playing his first Division match. Failure to lodge such Registration will result in that club forfeiting any match in which that person plays.
4.3.2
A person currently registered as a member of any other Bowls Division is not permitted to play in any matches covered by this rule.  
4.4
The Match Committee shall have the power to prohibit any player from playing in any match on a representation in writing from any club that such player has not paid his subscription to the club of which he is a member, or to any club of which he was formerly a member. A club on being notified that a member of any club has been prohibited as aforesaid and playing such member will forfeit any match in which such member plays.

4.5
No player shall play in two matches programmed for any one round even if such matches are played on different days.
4.6
No more than two men shall play in a mid week pennant team, and they shall not play third or skip.

5.
STARTING TIME
5.1
Midweek pennant shall commence at 11.00a.m before Christmas, and 10.00am after the Christmas break. 
5.2
Weekend pennant shall commence at 1.30pm.
5.2.1
Pennant matches may start earlier with agreement of both sides. 

5.3
No match shall start after that time (5.1 or 5.2) under normal conditions without prior approval of the match committee. 
5.4
Thirty minutes grace shall be allowed after starting time. Should any club fail to appear within the approved time, the club ready to play may claim the match.
6.
TRIAL ENDS
6.1
One trial end each way may be played commencing 20 minutes prior to the scheduled start time. Trial ends shall cease if incomplete at the scheduled start time.
7.
MATCH DURATION
7.1
Each match shall consist of 25 ends per team.
7.2
In the case of inclement weather, if a Sectional match is abandoned it will count as an abandoned match provided that if the scores are such that one Side must win the match if all the remaining ends were played, that Side will be awarded the match with the scores as at the abandonment.
8. 
PENNANT MATCHES
8.1
Before 12 noon on the day of a match (9.30/8.30am for midweek pennant) any Player due to play in that match can with the permission of the Venue Club practice on any rink other than the rinks on which they are scheduled to play or any part of the rinks allocated for the match (including east west or on the pegs if game was to be played north-south & vice versa if game was to be played east-west by direction of the host Club).

8.2
Each side shall have a Manager who shall draw the cards with the opposing Manager and complete the Pennant Results Form. The draw for rinks and Opponents will be conducted prior the commencement of trial ends by the opposing Managers who will exchange cards and shuffle them, after which the cards of one Side will be placed name face down by one of the Managers and the other Manager will then place a card face down on each and the Teams will play as thus drawn. Rinks allocated for Pennant play must be consecutively numbered and where possible played on the one green (splitting up Teams that are part of a Side is not permitted on the same green - i.e. allocating rinks 1, 2, 6 & 7 for a Pennant Side).

8.3
In all Pennant Sectional games, approved coloured identification discs may be used on bowls, except where there is a similarity of colours then the away side will remove their discs to avoid confusion.
8.4
In finals of all Pennant and Championship events identification discs shall be used on all bowls with the Match Committee reserving the right to require clubs and/or players, to change discs colours where they deem that the disc colours normally used by clubs and/or players, in those finals are difficult to distinguish.

9. 
UMPIRES

9.1
An accredited umpire shall be used if in attendance.

9.2
If the home side does not have an umpire, and there is an accredited umpire in the visiting side, he can be asked to umpire.

9.3
A non accredited umpire shall be nominated otherwise a match shall not be conducted without an umpire.

9.4
The umpire for the match is not permitted to be the Side Manager.
10. 
PENNANT RESULT FORMS
10.1
The home side Side Manager shall be responsible for the lodgment of all Pennant Results Forms.

10.2
For post sectional matches the first named side shall act as the home side and results shall be lodged in accordance with the instructions issued for each round.

10.3
Midweek Pennant Result Forms are to be forwarded by the home side Side Manager to the pennant recorder as directed, and the Courier, no later than 6:00pm on the day of play or fines will be imposed.
10.4
Under normal playing conditions Weekend Pennant Result Forms are to be forwarded by the home side manager to the pennant recorder as directed no later than 7:30pm on the day of play or fines will be imposed. 
10.5.1
If the BDBD match committee cancels all play no Pennant Result Form is required.

10.5.2
If a match is abandoned after commencement, a Pennant Result Form is required.
10.6
The original, or a copy, of each result is to be retained on file by the home side and is to be made available to the Division if required for any reason.

10.7
Changes to submitted pennant result forms will incur a fee of $20, and will not be accepted after 14 days after the match.
11. 
SCORING
11.1
If the BDBD match committee cancels all play on a day no points shall be allocated.
11.1.1
If less than half the matches in a sectional round of a division are completed, all matches in that division to be played on that day shall be deemed to be abandoned. A walkover shall be counted as a completed game for the purpose of this rule.
11.2
Points shall be allotted as follows:-

11.2.1
For Midweek pennant and Weekend Pennant with sides of 12 players:-

11.2.1.1
10 points for a match win, 2 points for each rink win, 1 point each for a rink draw.

11.2.1.2
8 points to each side if match is abandoned. 

11.2.1.3
5 points each for a tie, with 2 points per rink win, and 1 point for each rink tie.

11.2.1.4
In the event of a walkover or bye, the side receiving the walkover or bye shall receive 16 points, plus 10 shots credit. The side giving the walkover or bye shall have 10 shots debited against it.
11.3.1
For weekend pennant for sides of 16 players:-
11.3.2.1
10 points for each side win, 2 points for each rink win, 1 point each for a rink draw.
11.3.2.2
9 points to each side if match is abandoned.
11.3.2.3
5 points for a tie, with 2 points per rink win, and 1 point for each rink tie.
11.3.2.4
In the event of a walkover or bye, the side receiving the walkover or bye shall receive 18 points, plus 15 shots credit.  The side giving the walkover or bye shall have 15 shots debited against it.
11.4.1
If the Match Committee has not determined that all play shall be cancelled for the day and owing to inclement weather a Sectional Game is abandoned, it will count as an abandoned match provided that if the scores are such that one Side must win the match if all the remaining ends were played, that Side will be awarded the match with the scores as at the abandonment.
11.4.2
Rule 11.4.1 shall not apply in post sectional matches

11.5.1
In all post-sectional games the results shall be determined by:-

11.5.2
The total shots scored by each side without regard to team wins.

11.5.3
If the total number of shots scored by each side be equal a further end or ends shall be played until a majority score is reached by one of the opponents who shall then become the winner.

11.5.4
If a further end or ends be played, each end shall be regarded as the start of a new game.

11.6
The match committee shall determine the points allocated for sides with less than 12 players.
12. 
LADDER POSTITIONS.
12.1
The order of the sides in each Division shall be determined by the total points gained by each side.
12.2
If two or more sides have the same number of points, the order shall be determined by side wins.

12.3
If there is still a tie in the order it shall be determined by shots up.
12.4
If there is still a tie in the order, it shall be determined by the aggregate shots against each side being divided into the aggregate shots scored.

12.5
Note:- Where there is a match tied on shots, but one side gains a greater number of points, that side shall be credited with a win for that game for the purpose of this rule only.
13.
ELIGIBILTY for PENNANT FINALS

13.1
Players who have played nine or more games in one side cannot transfer to another side in a division where Clubs have two sides in one division.
13.2.1
A side shall not include in any Post Sectional Match, semi-final or final, a player who during the current season has played in four or more matches (whether completed or not) in any higher graded division or divisions, unless he has also played in four or more matches prior to the second last sectional round (whether completed or not) in the division concerned and/or any lower graded division or divisions.
13.2.2
In any Post Sectional Match a side will not include any player who during the current season has played less than four games for the club.

13.3
If a club is not certain of having sufficient available members who are eligible under clause 13.2.1 an application for permission to play another (nominated) member (or members) if necessary, may be made to the Match Committee which, if it grants the permit, may specify the position (or positions) to be occupied.

13.4.1
Prior to the last four rounds of sectional play there shall be no restriction on the interchange of players between the sides of a club.
13.4.2
For the last four rounds of sectional play, no side shall include more than three players who have played the majority of their games during the season in a higher numbered division/s.

14. 
PENNANT FINALS
14.1
All Pennant Finals shall be played on neutral greens.

14.2
Finals shall be played under the “Page” system.

14.2.1
Semi finals: (a) Side 1 plays Side 2; (b) Side 3 plays Side 4. Preliminary Final - Loser of (a) plays winner of (b). Grand Final - Winner of (a) plays winner of Preliminary Final.

14.3
Should inclement weather or abnormal conditions prevent the normal order of play, the match committee shall have the right to vary the system used.
15.
PROMOTION & RELEGATION
15.1 At the end of each season, the Premier side in each Division shall be promoted to the next higher Division provided there is no side from the same Club in that Division.
15.1.1
In such case promotion shall be determined by the positions of the sides at the completion of the Post Sectional matches.
15.2
The lowest side in each Division shall be relegated to the next lower Division provided there is no side from the same Club in that Division. 
15.2.1 In which case relegation shall be determined by the positions at the end of the home and away matches.

15.3
Notwithstanding rules 15.1, and 15.2, in mid week pennant a club may have more than one side in a division.
15.4
In the interests of bowls, the Match Committee reserves the right to vary the promotion and/or relegation of sides, should it consider such action warranted.

15.5
Pennant Divisions shall be classified in numerical order. A new side entering Pennant shall be placed in the lowest applicable Division.

16. 
INCLEMENT  WEATHER

16.1
The BDBD Match Committee shall be the sole authority for determining at any time prior to two hours before the appointed time of commencing play whether or not all play shall be cancelled for the day and its decision shall be announced on radio and other mediums  at such times as may be arranged.
16.1.1
Except that for all Post Sectional matches the Match Committee shall be the authority for determining at any time prior to commencement of play whether or not all play shall be abandoned for the day.

16.2 Home clubs shall advise the match committee no later than 10:00am on the day (8.45am for mid week pennant) if they have closed their greens for pennant.
16.3.1
For the purpose of this rule, the Greens Director of a club shall be the person holding that office, or otherwise the person carrying out the duties of the Greens Director, as for example, the Chairman of the Greens Committee or his nominated Deputy.

16.3.2
Each Club upon whose green a match is scheduled to be played, shall arrange that an appropriate person shall be present to act for the purpose of this rule.

16.3.3
If the B.D.B.D. Match Committee have not determined that play be abandoned, each Club’s Green Director or his Deputy shall be the sole authority for determining whether play may be commenced on his Club's greens.
16.4.1
Any club which closes its greens under this rule must endeavour to transfer any affected matches to another location and advise its appointed Match Committee representative of any alternative arrangements made.

16.4.2
When a decision against commencing play is reached before the arrival of the expected visiting side or sides, such decision shall be conveyed promptly to the club or clubs concerned.

16.5.1
When play for the day has commenced and has been stopped owing to inclement weather, it shall not be resumed if the Green Director or his Deputy declares the green unfit for play but, if otherwise, the Managers shall decide whether to resume or not. 
16.5.2
That once you go off because of rain, sides do not return to the green until it completely stops raining, and the green is completely free of surface water and playable.

16.5.3
If both managers agree, play may resume. Any disputed result can be referred to the match committee. 
16.6
Failing an agreement, the decision shall rest with the Umpire.
16.7.1
If, owing to inclement weather, a pennant match has not commenced by 12.00noon/11.00am Midweek or 3.00pm for Weekend, it shall be abandoned.

16.7.2
If a Sectional Match has been delayed or interrupted by inclement weather and has not been completed or abandoned before 5:30pm/4.30pm midweek, or 7:00pm weekend, it shall be abandoned at 5:30/4.30/7:00pm, or thereafter upon the interruption or completion of any end or ends in play at 5:30/4.30/7:00pm.

16.8
If the Match Committee has not determined that all play shall be cancelled for the day, and owing to inclement weather a Sectional match is abandoned after commencement, it shall count as an abandoned match.

16.9
If a post-sectional (knock-out) match be abandoned, it shall be played or completed under such conditions as the Match Committee decides.
16.10
At each club a digital thermometer shall be placed in the open near the green or greens away from buildings in the approved box.
16.11
At any time during play of a Pennant Match if the temperature shown on that thermometer reaches 38 degrees Celsius for weekend pennant or 36 degrees Celsius for midweek pennant, play is suspended to allow time to monitor the temperature. Play recommences if the temperature drops below that threshold, otherwise the match is abandoned after a 30 minute delay. 
16.12
Side Managers shall be the only people to check the temperature.

16.13
Side Managers shall agree on the temperature.
16.13.1
Failing agreement, it shall be referred to the appointed umpire for decision.
16.14
Where the “Courier” forecast for the day is 32C or above, the highest read temperature for the day shall be recorded on the Pennant Result Form.
17.
INCOMPLETE SIDE (Defaulting team)

17.1.1
If at the latest time for the commencement of a match a Side does not have sufficient members to form a Side:-
17.1.2
The Side will play with each defaulting team of the Side playing as Lead, Second and Skip respectively.

17.2.1
The Lead will play his three bowls alternately with the opposing Lead and Second and the Second will play his three bowls alternately with the opposing Second’s second bowl and the opposing Third.
17.2.2
The duty of the Third in a team of three will be carried out by the Second, and one fourth of the total shots scored (including decimal places) by each defaulting team will be deducted from the score after the game has finished.
17.3.1
A substitute during the game can only be introduced if both skips agree, or if they cannot agree the Umpire or the Controlling Body decides that the substitute is necessary.
17.3.2
A substitute can play in any position except skip.

18.
CONCEDING

18.1.1
After a match has commenced, sides have the right to concede. 
18.1.2
Win and score to be given to the opposition side. 
18.2
Pennant Result Form to be sent to Pennant Recorder as per rule 10 with results listed as “match conceded”.

19. 
SUBSTITUTE PLAYER
19.1
A substitute player must be marked on the Pennant Result Form with “(S)”.
20.
CLUB PENALTIES

20.1 An ineligible player named in a winning side shall give all rink points to the opposition and scores reversed.

20.2 An ineligible player named in a losing side shall give all rink wins to the opposition and scores remain.

20.3 Penalties 20.1 and 20.2 apply to every match where a club is found to be in Breach.

20.4 Forfeit without justifiable cause – if any side in the pennant competition fails to fulfill an engagement without justifiable cause (in the opinion of the Match Committee) it shall be liable for a pennant fine. The liability for payment of the fine rests with the Club concerned.

20.5 Walkovers in pennant shall be fined $25 for the 1st and 2nd offence, $50 for the 3rd and $100 for any subsequent walkover.
20.6 Withdrawal of a side after the pennant draw has been completed shall result in a fine of $440.
21.
GREEN SPEED
21.1
The recommended Green speeds for BDBD Pennant play is a minimum of 13 seconds and a maximum of 17 seconds.

22.
PENNANT DRAW
22.1 
Pennant season shall consist of 18 rounds of sectional (home and away) play.

22.2.1
Where practicable all divisions in the Pennant Competition, shall consist of ten sides.
22.2.2
The number of sides in the lowest division will be determined by the Match Committee to accommodate the maximum number of sides entered by clubs.

22.3
The home side appears first.
22.4
No club shall vary from the draw or the time of commencement without first obtaining permission from the Match Committee.

22.5.1
Where possible the dates for the weekend pennant sectional rounds shall be the same in the Geelong Bowls Region and the Ballarat Division 
22.5.2
The dates for the Post Sectional Rounds shall be the next three weekends following the completion of the Sectional Rounds.

23.
PENNANT SIDES
23.1
It is the obligation of every Club to do its utmost to fulfill all engagements programmed.
23.2
If however, a club finds that it cannot fill all its sides, any walk-over or walk-overs must be given in the lowest Division or Divisions in which the Club is competing.
23.3
A Club infringing this rule shall be liable to lose all points scored in the match or matches concerned.

23.4
If a club does not wish to give a walk-over, and is unsuccessful in gaining sufficient substitutes, it is permitted to play with one member short in more than one team in its lowest division side.

24.
PUBLIC HOLIDAYS
24.1
The BDBD Match committee has the power to program pennant and championship events on public holidays.
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